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Japanese Atrocities 


The American people have been shocked 
and enraged by the reports of atrocities 
committed by the Japanese military against 
American captives. This shock and anger 
is amply justified. There are no words of 
defense that can be spoken for the hate- 
crazed minds of the Japanese military clique 
which has so successfully infected the minds 
and actions of its troops by its own virus. 

However, there are some facts behind the 
scenes in this situation that are being kept 
from the general public which should be in 
the mind of every Christian. In the handling 
of such reports the American people are 
being subjected to the same kind of prop- 
aganda treatment by our official propagan- 
dists as characterizes the Nazis and Japanese 
fascists themselves. Our people, in a demo- 
cratic country, are legally entitled to the 
truth. But i some official quarters in 
America truth ts mo longer truth for truth’s 
sake—it is truth for propaganda’s sake 


Publication Delayed As has been brought 
out on the floor of Congress, these facts 
concerning American prisoners in the Orient 
have been known to our government for 
many long months. But because it was the 
policy of some of our leaders to keep 
America concentrating on the war with 
Hitler as our primary objective, these facts 
were deliberately suppressed for months 
and, when the political strategists decided it 
was time to pull out some of the other stops 
of our organ of war propaganda, the atro- 
city facts were released to us in almost the 
same controlled, dictatorial manner charac- 
teristic of the Wilhelmstrasse of Berlin. 

The only right our government has to 
withhold the facts concerning what is hap- 
pening to our fellow citizens and kinsmen 
abroad is where military secrets are in- 
volved. That is not the case by any stretch 
of the imagination in this instance. There 
are thousands of Americans, whose hearts 
have been twisted and stretched to the 
breaking point by anxiety during the past 
months of waiting for news from loved ones, 
who now find that that news has been used 
like patent medicine capsules to fit into a 
preconceived design of political strategy. 
Color Hatred Another point in these atro- 
cities we must face is that we are at war 
with yellow men after 300 years of white 
superiority during which, in instances be- 
yond, number, white men have enslaved, in- 
sulted, abused and mistreated their yellow 
brothers in the arrogant pursuit of the em- 
pires of trade. It would do you good to 
hear what the average Chinese is saying 
about America’s hysteria over these atro- 
cities. “The moon moves and the waters 
turn,’—an old Chinese proverb—is heard 
frequently on their lips. 

The one good job the atrocity stories 
will do is to awaken people to the nature 
of war. We should also bear in mind that 
even we have not been soft in our touch 
with the enemy. Some months ago our 
papers reported our success in wiping out a 
Japanese convoy in the Bismarck Sea. 

(Continued on next page) 


STRENGTH TEMPERED BY MERCY is the attribute of the 
strength tempered by hate is the attribute of the Christless mind. 
by hate produces a brittle armor about the soul that shatters easily because it cannot 
yield the slightest fraction to a blow. True tensile strength, as every engineer will testify, 
comes from powerful substances that are so tempered or constructed that they can yield 
a little, be swayed by human suffering, by mercy and by universal understanding. That 
is the strength of the Christian individual or nation. 


Cartels 


Behind the curtain of censorship among the United Nations continues an economic 
conflict of vast significance, parts of which we have already reported to you. This 
struggle grows daily in importance. It is a struggle among the great international in- 
dustrial and commercial world monopolies to hold their own in this war, and, wherever 
possible, advance their interests so that when hostilities cease their position will actually 
be stronger than before. Our government is divided on this issue. Liberal forces w ork- 
ing through the Department of Justice have been fighting to protect the interests of the 
American people—so often the victims of the great world cartels—by bringing legal 
action and indictments against these concerns because of their selfish illegal practices. 
Other departments of our huge unwieldy government are administered by officials who, 
having personal connections with the interlacing monopolies, are giving cooperation to 
the world cartel representatives secretly working in America. 

News Not Published The big American corporations,—du Pont, Standard Oil and others 
—which so largely control much of our press, have succeeded in suppressing consider- 
able of the news of this economic struggle so that the average American knows very 
little about it. 

The suit brought recently by the Department of Justice against du Pont, charging 
violation of the anti-trust laws in the operation of a chemicals, arms and ammunition 
cartel with Imperial Chemical Industries, Ltd., of England, opened the eyes of a few 
well informed Americans to the question of whether cartels should be destroyed or 
whether they should become instruments of deliberate policy for the United Nations 
after the war. 

Coincidentally enough, the case for the cartel as a studied policy of international 

cooperation has been stated at its strongest by the head of one of the companies that 
now finds itself in trouble with the American Justice Department’s new suit. Lord 
McGowan, chairman of the board of Imperial Chemical Industries, said recently: “I 
see no hope for collaboration between British and American business unless the United 
States repeals its Sherman AntieTrust Act. Can we in England look forward to that?” 
This comment aroused considerable fury among liberals in Washington who interpreted 
it as a brazen admission that Britain intends to use the cartel method and system as a 
pattern for action in the post war world of commerce and trade. 
The Cartel System The suit against the chemical trust may be taken as one kind of 
answer to Lord McGowan’s question, but it is not an unqualified answer for the British 
cartel chief has many representatives right in our government, close to the White House, 
pulling strings for him. 

The trouble is that, as a matter of practice rather than of theory, the cartel system 
has stood for private greed. It has repressed invention and development, levied tribute 
on consumers, has been oblivious to national interest, and too frequently has weakened 
our own nation and strengthened the enemy. 

1e system could be used to bring about maximum development, but is almost in- 
variably used to retard development. Du Pont and Imperial Chemical Industries are 
not accused, in short, merely of operating a cartel, but of doing so “in restraint of 
trade and commerce.” 

If anything is to be said for cartelism, 


Christian mind; 
a tempered 


it is not for the kind that has flourished most 
blatantly in the past quarter-century. We must do away with the cartelism that enabled 
the Standard Oil Company, as the international partner of the gigantic German I. G. 
Farbenindustrie, to stymie development of synthetic rubber in the United States.  Il’e 
have had enough of the greed that enabled French iron ore companies and Ruhr Valley 
coke companies to meet in Belgium and Luxembourg during this war, and, even while 
Pres and Germany fought to the death, to permit death-dealing steel to flow, in effect, 
from each country’s industry to the armies of the other. 

Rubber and Tin We have also had enough of the cartelism through which the British- 
Dutch rubber cartel limited the production of natural rubber to half of capacity in 1940 
and early 1941 in order to keep the price high, although war demands called ier produc- 
tion to the extreme limit of capacity. 

Then there is the international tin cartel which has been robbing American taxpayers 
of large sums of money for years. Controlling as it does the amount of production, 
the price, the refining of tin, the cartel has been able to tell even its biggest customer, 
the United States, just what and where and how to buy. Even though the refineries 
in Holland, France, and the Far East are in enemy hands, and the remaining ones in 
England are in constant danger of Nazi bombs, the United States has been permitted 
only one small smelter, recently built in Texas. 

Except for that, all our tin must twice cross the Atlantic, from Bolivia to England 
and back again to us. Furthermore, Bolivian tin goes tax-free to England, while tin 
going to the United States must pay a Bolivian export tax. We still have no contract 

(Continued on next page) 
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Civil Liberties in War 


During a period when government restrictions on business and 
trade are world wide and rigid, quite a different attitude is taken 
toward human rights in war. The American Civil Liberties Union, 
one of America’s most respected defenders of human rights, has pre- 
pared a report which should have the attention of Christian laymen. 
This report states, in part, that: 

“The striking contrast between the state of civil liberty in the 
first eighteen months of World War II and in World War I offers 
strong evidence to support the thesis that our democracy can fight 
even the greatest of all wars and still maintain the essentials of 
liberty. The country in World War II is almost wholly free of 
those pressures which in the first World War resulted in mob violence 
against dissenters, hundreds of prosecutions for utterances; in the 
creation of a univ ersal volunteer vigilante system, officially recognized, 
to report dissent to the FBI; in hysterical hatred of everything Ger- 
man; in savage sentences for priv ate expressions of criticism; and 
in suppression of public debate of the issues of the war and peace. 

“No such atmosphere marks the present war. We experience no 
hysteria, no war-inspired mob violence, no pressure for suppressing 
dissent, no activity of a secret political police, no organization of 
virtuous patriots seeking out seditious opinion, and no hostility to 
persons of German or Italian origin. Hostility to persons of Jap- 
anese ancestry, while painfully in evidence, is largely confined to the 
Pacific Coast and smaller communities in the west. 

“The government has not resorted to prosecution or censorship 
on any appreciable scale. War-time prosecutions brought by the De- 
partment of Justice for utterances, and publications barred by the 
Post Office Department as obstructive, have so far numbered about 
45, involving less than 200 persons, compared with over a thousand 
persons involved in almost as many cases in World War I. Even 
though some of the proceedings were hardly justified by any reason- 
able interpretation of the ‘clear and present danger’ test laid down 
by the Supreme Court, the Department of Justice has on the whole 
shown commendable restraint. 

“A striking test of our progress in war-time tolerance is the much 
more favorable attitude to Jehovah’s Witnesses, whose anti-war prop- 
aganda and public activities are calculated to provoke patriotic op- 
position. Yet in contrast with World I, when their leaders were 
jailed and their propaganda curbed, and with outbursts against them 
in 1940, they have been accorded by the courts and by public opinion 
even greater liberties than in time of peace. 

A check-up early in 1943 with 112 correspondents of the 
Civil Liberties Union in 41 states showed remarkable unanimity on 
the almost complete absence of repressive tendencies, and a surpris- 
ing freedom of debate and criticism of war measures. Many of them 
reported the general climate of freedom in their localities as much 
better than even a year ago.” 

The report points out that among the exceptions to a reasonable 
and tolerant attitude toward individual freedom was the wholesale 
evacuation of 70,000 Americans of Japanese ancestry from the Pacific 
Coast, and goes on to state: 

“In the larger arena of communication an exception to the excel- 
lent record of war-time control of press and radio under voluntary 
codes must be reached in the censorship of non-military news cabled 
to allied nations. Undue caution as to what news and opinion might 
feed the Axis propaganda machine has led to unreasonable restraints, 
particularly on news of race conflicts, and to frequent complaints by 
foreign correspondents. 

“The treatment of conscientious objectors, so much better in prin- 
ciple than in World War I, has nevertheless resulted in imprisoning 
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more than three times as many, in large part because of a narrow 
interpretation of ‘religious training and belief’ and reluctance to parole 
men to useful occupations. The administration of the Selective Serv- 
ice law has resulted in jailing hundreds of Jehovah’s Witnesses who 
demand a status as ministers although they are not employed full- 
time in that occupation and who, when that status is denied, prefer 
- to any form of compulsory war service. The Supreme Court 
has, however, agreed to review one case in which draft boards denied 
the ministerial status. More Jehovah’s \WVitnesses are in prison today 
for their particular brand of conscience than any other minority in 
the country. 

“Although the government has genercusly freed all Italian enemy 
aliens of war-time restrictions, it has not yet moved to free a class 
with an even greater claim on our democracy—the anti-Nazi German 
refugees who are still under the same restrictions as apfly to all 
enemy aliens. 

“In addition to these exceptions to the generally favorable admin- 
istration of war-time controls, apprehension is expressed in many 
quarters over the effects on our liberties of the vastly expanded war- 
time powers of government. Many, indeed, profess to see in meas- 
ures already taken the outlines of a totalitarian state. But these 
measures largely concern economic controls which do not directly 
affect freedom of opinion and debate, nor the right of opposition or 
of criticism. Apprehension is also expressed over the prospects of 
the civilian compulsory war-service act and its presumed effects in 
regimenting the entire population. But fear for the future of our 
democracy does not negate the plain facts of a record so far generally 
encouraging. 

“More numerous and more important than the civil liberty issues 
arising from the war have been those arising from the established 
conflicts in our democracy. The war has accentuated some of them, 
—notably the struggle of Negroes against discrimination in the armed 
forces, in defense employment, in the auxiliary war agencies and in 
our democratic life generally. Changed relationships and war ten- 
sions have brought widely scattered outbreaks of mob violence, un- 
precedented for years in severity. Considerable progress has been 
made in opening doors long closed to Negroes but with great dif- 
ficulty against entrenched prejudice and privilege so strong that even 
the admininstration for a time scuttled its own Fair Employment 
Practice Committee, the one federal agency which was making con- 
spicuous headway. Race prejudice flared up also in violence in Los 
Angeles against Mexican-Americans high-lighting the settled dis- 
crimination over large parts of the southwest. 


“The conflict between labor and reaction, despite the industrial 
truce during the war, broke out in new forms, led by strong elements 
determined to put trade unions under public regulation. 3oth in 
Congress and in the state legislatures this drive achieved unprecedent- 
ed proportions and resulted in laws in a half dozen states crippling 
labor’s right in one way or another and in the passage by Congress of 
an emergency measure imposing severe penalties on war-time strikes. 
Agricultural labor was put under unjustified restraints in the interest 
of plantation-owners and large farmers when federal aid funds were 
denied them for moving from home counties or for organizing to 
improve their conditions.” 


Nisei Iowan 


Word reaches us from Iowa that the town of Galt is very well 
satisfied with its Japanese-American high school principal. It is 
heartening to know that American citizens can perceive and use the 
abilities of a fellow citizen without thought to his ancestry. 





